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Prototype and Scriptaculous are libraries that extend standard Ajax. They make it easier to program

Ajax and provide powerful features like drag and drop and animation. In this book, developers learn

by playing and see how the libraries work in the real world.  As experience with Ajax increases,

developers want the standard Ajax capabilities they repeatedly use to be preprogrammed for

them--and that's exactly what Ajax libraries do for them. They reduce the pain of handling

cross-browser inconsistencies, they add useful language features, and provide sophisticated

functionality. Of these, Prototype is the most popular JavaScript and Ajax framework for low-level

user interface features such as animation, drag and drop, and pre-built widgets. Together, they free

the developer up to concentrate on building the application. They make a rich user experience easy

to achieve.  This book guides the reader through the Prototype and Scriptaculous libraries

feature-by-feature. In just 350 pages, readers will find over 100 small working examples to help

them explore the libraries. As well, they will develop a web-based image gallery that teacher them

how to use Prototype and Scriptaculous in the real-world.  Purchase of the print book comes with an

offer of a free PDF, ePub, and Kindle eBook from Manning. Also available is all code from the book.
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Javascript has exploded onto the web development scene in the last few years, and powers much

of the web 2.0 and Ajax revolution. Every web developer now needs to know how to do common

Ajax tasks. Thankfully, Prototype and Scriptaculous In Action makes it both easy and enjoyable.This



is a comprehensive book. The size (510 pages) was initially intimidating, but Prototype and

Scriptaculous In Action is exceedingly well written and a genuine pleasure to read. The thorough

and thoughtful organization of the book provides some real structure to the discussion, making

complex subjects easily digestible. This is the defacto bible of Prototype and Scriptaculous, and

these days I turn to this book more than anything else on my shelf.The book is divided up into four

multi-chapter parts, any of which could stand on it's own as a definitive guide. The chapters are full

of useful examples, and there's strong emphasis given to migrating existing sites to Prototype and

Scriptaculous, which is a major plus. You could turn to any section of the book and immediately see

how to inject some new behavior into your existing application, but if you take the time to read from

cover-to-cover you'll be rewarded with some deep understanding of both the libraries and Javascript

itself.I'll summarize the four parts of the book:Part 1, Getting Started, introduces the Prototype and

Scriptaculous libraries, focusing heavily on Prototype and Ajax. There's a lot of information on

re-designing an existing site for Ajax. Two full chapters are devoted to Prototype's Ajax features.

You can get up and running VERY quickly after glancing through these chapters.
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